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Job Scheduling Software Also Reduces Manual Errors

By Kevin Jepson, Techmology Whriter

MEW YORK-Job scheduling software has cut
manual error by more than 0 % in scheduling
dependencies across disparate operating sys-
tems, at one large credin union here.

“Our operators used to sit there and enver
ﬂ'ﬂ'.'f". jﬂlh mnmul::r.i rll.ll'li.lﬂl'i' "l"l'i'lifi'l WhAls
I'mugh[ with errors, -r:x],'r]:lmrd Ep.lrr'. (arant,
chief technology officer av M unicipal Credit
Union.

Jobs are now automatically streamed in the
proper order and against accurate and complete
data, and dependencies are satisfied, he said.

"And operators are freed up o do other
tasks,” Grant added.

The $1.1-billion CU has used AcuveBarch,
provided by Parsippany, M.).-based Advanced
Systems Concepes, Inc., 10 automate its “entire
production process, from transaction process-
ing to sending files 1o eredit bureaus,” sinee late
2001, he sud.

The software enables cross-platform job
scheduling within one interface window, so
that “when an OpenVMS job hnishes, iwll wig-
ger 2 Windows 2000 job to start up,” for exam-
ple, Grant explained.

“We were moving a lot of our systems from
CrpenVMS 10 Windows 2000, and needed an
application thar would perform repetitive tasks
in an integrated environment,” he continued.

Grant can schedule jobs by the calendar, sys-
tem resources, events, or on-demand, and then

We...needed an application
that would perform repetitive
tasks in an integrated
ervironment.
-Bamy Grant

leave knowing thar ActiveBarch will ran con-
current jobs into the night.

The system’s “ease of use, and its ability o
visually display the status of 2 job makes it sig-
nificantly ecasier to manage a 24-hour shop
where an operations staff person is monitoning
not only computer operations, but the data and
woice network, the ATM network, and o0 on.”

ActiveBarch is appropriate for any size credic
union looking to auomarte repetitive tasks, he
added.

Also Being Used

In conjunction with ActiveBawch, the
330,000 member CL use XENT, an eneer-
PriSe SCIpHng and command ool that extends
Municipal’s power in running queries on Win-

L For more information:
Municipal CU: wiww. mymcu.ofg
* Advanced Systems Concepls
s wnw, BdVSYSCON.com

deows 2000 components. "XINT
ilar seripting capabilities as those available on
OpenVMS.”

ActiveBatch Features security and historical
reporting capabilities. Certain users can be
granted read-only status on jobs, while others
can be allowed 1o create or modify:

gi\'n: LS S

The soft-
ware  alerts
Grant by -
mail  abour
different MUNICIPAL CREDIT UNION|

events, includ-
ing job start, end, fail or CPU overrun, for
example.

And the activity log reports the staws of all
jobs in each queue, From there, users can hilter
OF export past jobs.

The latest version of ActiveBarch Features
advanced graphics, allowing users 1o draw lines
from one job to another to show relationships,
and use shapes and colors 1o monitor jobs.

Founded in 1916, Municipal serves SEGs
including ity and the five borough employess,
health care and insurance ]:rmfnsin::nal:; i Mew
York State, and colleges in the city and nearby
countics, The credic union & located ﬂjaﬂ:nt
to the former World Trade Center site in New
York Ciy,

Since 1981, Advanced Systems Concepes has
provided software that secks 1o improve effi-
ciency across Windews, UNEX, and Open-
VMS systems.



